The scope of this book is a little wider than its title suggests. It does certainly indicate the significance of the various blood examination findings, but at the same time it describes some of the technique by which the facts are ascertained.
The reviewer was inclined to be surprised at the length of a book on such an apparently limited subject, but he soon found that some of the subjects were dealt with very concisely and that there was little irrelevant matter. The subject is much wider than one first imagines; it includes much of the science of the cytologist, the serologist, the pathologist, the THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE [Jan., 1932 biochemist, the bacteriologist, the protozoologist, and the helminthologist.
In the sections dealing with the cytology of the blood and the carrying out and interpretation of the various serological tests, more especially the Wassermann, the author appears to the greatest advantage. The chapter on bacteriology is short though useful, but that on parasitology is puerile.
It is the greatest pity that a writer of this standing, presumably in order to complete his subject, should be lured into writing on a subject of which he has no practical experience. For example, under ' Filaria' he has given some scraps of correct information, but these are presented in a way that one would expect from a student with a good memory who had slept through most of the lecture on the subject. The paragraph ends with the illuminating remark ' The presence of filaria in the blood is diagnostic'?of filaria in the blood, presumably.
The book is rather uneven; for example there are many pages and five quite redundant illustrations on the erythrocyte sedimentation test?a test which is now well past its zenith of fashion?whereas the Arneth index is dismissed in a few lines and the Schilling count receives little more attention.
These are only a few unimportant defects in a book which both the clinician and the laborato^ worker will find extremely valuable; we can recommend it to the general practitioner and the medical student.
The book is well printed, suitably bound, and of a convenient size. L. E. N.
